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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-23 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Feldman 
(U.S. 6,154,741) in view of Asghar et al. (U.S. 6,230,255). 

4. As to claim 1, Feldman teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a system 
for use in a first application concurrently operating together with a pluraUty of network 
compatible applications (fig. 1 and associated text), comprising: 

- an entitlement processor for enabling user access to the first application in response to 
validation of user identification information (col2, line 47- col. 3, line 16 and fig JO). 

Feldman does not explicitly teach a communication processor for intermittently 
communicating an activity indication to a managing application within a timeout window, the 
activity indication being communicated sufficiently often to prevent an inactivity timeout of the 
first application. 
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Asghar teaches a communication processor for intermittently communicating an activity 
indication to a managing application within a timeout window, the activity indication being 
communicated sufficiently often to prevent an inactivity timeout of the first application {col 10, 
lines 38-50 and fig.l). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

5. As to claim 2, Feldman teaches the activity indication notifies the managing application 
of activity by the first application and includes one or more of, (a) a session identifier for 
identifying a particular user initiated session, (b) a URL to be contacted if the activity 
notification is not successful, (c) an identification of a type of event preventing the activity 
notification from being successful (coll 3, lines 1-29), 

6. As to claim 3, Feldman teaches the communication processor stores a plurality of activity 
indications and sends the plurality of activity indications as a batch to the managing 
appUcation (col2, line 64-col3, line 16). 

7. As to claim 4, Feldman teaches the plurality of activity indications comprise at least two 
PC function activity indications representing, (a) keyboard activity, (b) mouse activity, (c) other 
data entry device activity, (d) PC application operation activity indication (fig, 10). 

8. As to claim 5, Feldman teaches the first application and the managing application reside 
in the same PC {fig. 11 A). 
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9. As to claim 6, Feldman teaches the communication processor intermittently 
communicates activity indications to the managing appUcation using a plurality of different 
commands including an activity notification command and a command involving at least one of, 
(a) determining a user operation session identifier from the managing application and (b) 
sending a URL to the managing application (coll 3, lines 1-29), 

10. As to claim 7, Feldman does not explicitly teach the communication processor 
communicates to the managing application a request to receive an activity indication associated 
with the first application and maintained by the managing application, the activity indication 
indicating time since the last activity update. 

Asghar teaches the communication processor communicates to the managing application 
a request to receive an activity indication associated with the first application and maintained by 
the managing application, the activity indication indicating time since the last activity update 
{col 10, lines 38-50 and figj). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

11. As to claim 8, Feldman teaches a browser application providing a user interface display 
permitting user entry of identification information for validation by the validation processor (fig. 
11). 
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12. As to claim 9, Feldman does not explicitly teach the communication processor 
communicates a time-out threshold value comprising the timeout window to the managing 
application. 

Asghar teaches the communication processor communicates a time-out threshold value 
comprising the timeout window to the managing application {col 10, lines 38-50 and fig J). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

13. As to claim 10, the rejection of claim 1 above is incorporated herein in full. Claim 10, 
however, further recites an input processor for intermittently receiving activity indications from 
a plurality of concurrently operating applications; an activity monitor for updating individual 
activity status indicators. 

Feldman teaches an input processor for intermittently receiving activity indications from 
a plurality of concurrently operating applications (figJ and associated text); an activity monitor 
for updating individual activity status indicators (fig. 6 and associated text). 

14. As to claim 11, Feldman does not explicitly teach the input processor receives and stores 
a time-out threshold value for individual applications of the plurality of concurrently operating 
applications. 

Asghar teaches the input processor receives and stores a time-out threshold value for 
individual applications of the plurality of concurrently operating applications {fig J and 
associated text). 



m 

Application/Control Number: 09/8 1 7,322 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2126 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar's teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

15. As to claim 12, Feldman does not explicitly teach an activity status indicator comprises a 
time indication identifying when activity of a particular application was last reported, and the 
time-out threshold comprises a predetermined time duration and the managing application 
determines the particular application to be inactive if the time indication exceeds the time-out 
threshold. 

Asghar teaches an activity status indicator comprises a time indication identifying when 
activity of a particular application was last reported, and the time-out threshold comprises a 
predetermined time duration and the managing application determines the particular application 
to be inactive if the time indication exceeds the time-out threshold (figsJ9A-I9B), 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar's teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

16. As to claim 13, Feldman teaches the input processor receives activity indications from a 
plurality of different commands including an activity notification command and a command 
involving at least one of, (a) determining a user operation session identifier from the 
managing application and (b) sending a URL to the managing application (col 13, lines 1-29). 
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17. As to claim 14, Feldman does not explicitly teach the communication processor 
communicates notice of the application time-out event to applications of the plurality of 
concurrently operating applications that have previously requested a notification of session 
termination. 

Asghar teaches the communication processor communicates notice of the application 
time-out event to applications of the plurality of concurrently operating applications that have 
previously requested a notification of session termination (colli, lines 38-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

18. As to claim 15, Feldman teaches the communication processor communicates notice of 
the application time-out event in response to at least: one condition of, (a) a received command 
requesting notification and (b) a received communication from an application session 
having previously produced a time-out event and (c) automatically upon generation of 

the time-out event (col. 12, lines 17-52). 

19. As to claim 16, Feldman teaches activity indication includes one or more of, (a) an 
identification of particular user initiated session, (b) a URL to be contacted if the activity 
notification is not successfiil, (c) an identification of a type of event preventing the activity 
notification from being successfiil (col 13, lines 1-29). 

20. As to claim 17, Feldman does not explicitly teach a common timeout period for the 
plurality of concurrently operating applications. 
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Asghar teaches a common timeout period for the plurality of concurrently operating 
applications (colli, lines 38-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

21. As to claim 18, Feldman does not explicitly teach a predetermined default value for the 
time-out threshold values. 

Asghar teaches a predetermined default value for the time-out threshold values. 
(colli lines 38-50), 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

22. As to claim 19, the rejection of claim 1 above is incorporated herein in full. Claim 10, 
however, further recites a browser application providing a user interface display permitting 
user entry of identification information and commands for a plurality of Internet compatible 
applications. 

Feldman teaches a browser application providing a user interface display permitting 
user entry of identification information and commands for a plurality of Internet compatible 
applications (col 13, lines 1-29 and fig. 1), 
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23. As to claim 20, Feldman teaches the activity indication notification includes one or more 
of, (a) an identification of a particular user initiated session, (b) a URL to be contacted if the 
activity notification is not successful, (c) an identification of a type of event preventing the 
activity notification from being successful (col 13, lines 1-29). 

24. As to claim 21, Feldman does not explicitly teach a common timeout period is used as the 
inactivity timeout for the plurality of concurrently operating applications. 

Asghar teaches a common timeout period is used as the inactivity timeout for the 
plurality of concurrently operating applications (colli, lines 38-50), 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Feldman and Asghar because Asghar' s teaching 
would have provided the capability for monitoring the applications running in the access control 
system. 

25. As to claim 22, it is directed to a method for presenting the system of claim 10, and is 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

26. As to claim 23, it is directed to a method for presenting the system of claim 1, and is 
similarly rejected under the same rationale. 



Conclusion 



27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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- Zamanzadeh et al. (U.S.6535917) teaches "Market data domain and enterprise system 
implemented by a master entitlement processor 

- Uyesugi et al. (U.S. 5949777) teaches "Wireless conraiunication processor system." 

- Kaul et al. (U.S. 4363094) teaches "Commimications processor." 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VAN H NGUYEN whose telephone number is (703) 306-5971. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM - 6:00PM. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternative Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (703) 305-9678. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



VHN 




